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Organizations develop strategies, pool resources to assist Martindale residents

City of Spokane Human Services Director
Jerrie Allard convened an April 18 meeting to
strategize to assist more than 40 Martindale residents
of low income to relocate. The Martindale, located in
Spokane’s Hillyard neighborhood, is faced with May
9" Spokane City and Avista utility shut-offs due to
the owner’s nonpayment of utility bills.

Meeting attendees included representatives
from Avista, the Spokane Housing Authority,
SLIHC, Spokane Mental Health, the local HUD
office, Spokane County Housing and Community
Development, City of Spokane Community
Development, Spokane Neighborhood Action
Programs (SNAP), and the Spokane County
Supportive Living Program.

SNAP reported that its staff have surveyed
the vast majority of tenants. It estimates that there
are between 41 and 45 households in the buildings
with an average monthly income of $500 to $600.
The survey also revealed that the majority of
residents are between the ages of 36-54; six are
Veterans; 33 reported that they have a disability; 19
own pets—making relocation more difficult; and five
reported prior felony convictions.

Several resources are confirmed. SNAP
stated that the owners of the building have been
cooperative and have offered some assistance such as
trucks for moving the tenants. City of Spokane
relocation funds will be used for one-time expenses.
SNAP is leading tenant relocation efforts and has
convened a new Home Finders Team, which is in the
Martindale for at least three two-hour periods
weekly. As of April 29, 10 residents have found new
homes. Others may be able to use Sec. 8 housing
vouchers; eight will be using “homeless” vouchers,
made available by the Spokane Housing Authority;
and Spokane City HOME rental assistance will also
be available. SLIHC’s online housing locator
OneStopHousing.org coordinator is also on site once
a week to offer assistance.
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The group identified additional resources.
The Spokane Housing Authority has submitted a
request to Spokane County for HOME tenant-based
rental assistance funds. SNAP and the housing
authority are seeking permission from Spokane City
and County to expand the scope of recent grant
awards to include the Martindale residents. Veterans
services will be sought, as well as utility deposit
waivers at Avista, and Spokane Transit Authority
tokens and day passes. The housing authority, SNAP
and Spokane Housing Ventures will be asked to
prioritize their waiting lists for these tenants. The
current owner will be asked to provide reference
letters. New Eastern Washington HUD Director, Bill
Fattic, reported that he is in communication with the
Seattle and national offices and will offer his
assistance as much as he can.

SNAP cautioned that with the recent
relocation of tenants out of four buildings prior to the
Martindale, successful relocation is becoming more
and more difficult. SNAP reports that Spokane City,
Avista, and the current Martindale note holders are
all supportive of the work of the Home Finders
Team. Good progress is being made and it is
expected that about a third of the residents in the
building will be out by the early part of May. SNAP
estimates that it may take between 45 to 60 more
days to help most of the remaining residents to move.
Nonprofit service and housing providers, with strong
support from Spokane City and County, are doing all
they can to help the residents to move quickly. It is
not known if the note holders’ representatives and the
City and Avista utility representatives will reach
agreement to extend utility services beyond May 9"
The City reports that, as of April 29, its Utilities
Billing office has received no payments or requests
for payment negotiation. It is hoped that utilities,
including, electric, gas, water, sewer, and garbage
services, will continue until the Home Finders Team
can reduce the number of residents that will suffer the
effects of having the utilities shut off.




Member News

If you come, we will build it!

Habitat for Humanity — Spokane’s annual Blitz Build
is May 30™ through June 17" at 5529 E. Union. You
can volunteer for one of two shifts, 7:30 a.m. to noon
or 12:30 to 6 p.m. Encourage your co-workers and
friends to volunteer with you. Lunch is provided at
noon. Sign up online now at www.habitat-
spokane.org/volunteer, or call Adam Borgman at
534-2552, ext. 21.

IERR has new office digs!

Inland Empire Residential Resources is moving its
office to 208 N. Crestline on May 1. Their new
mailing address is PO Box 3123, Spokane WA
99220, and the telephone numbers are 534-9999,
FAX 534-9995. Executive Director Darryl Reber
reports that once I[ERR gets settled in, it will have an
open house.

Come to CORD’s yard sale

The Coalition of Responsible Disabled (CORD) is
sponsoring a yard sale fundraiser on May 2™ and 3",
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at CORD’s office, 612 N. Maple.
Buy a hot dog & beverage and start your search for a
priceless treasure! You can also drop off donated
items for the yard sale, or call CORD at 326-6355 to
pick up your items.

Eastern Washington gets new HUD Director
Bill Fattic has been appointed as the new Director of the
Spokane/Eastern Washington HUD office. Bill brings
numerous years of experience with HUD. His most recent
assignment was in Indianapolis. Earlier, he served under
Arlene Patton, our previous local HUD director, in HUD’s
Alaska office. Bill reports that he is impressed by the high
levels of collaboration and cooperation between local
organizations to attain housing solutions.

Affordable housing is out of reach for many
The National Low Income Housing Coalition’s 2008 Out
of Reach report reveals that the hourly wage needed to
rent a modest two-bedroom unit ($§674 per month,
including utilities) in Spokane County has increased to
$12.96. The survey reports that 48% of Spokane County
renters are “rent-burdened”—paying more than 30% of
their monthly income for rent and utilities.

The SLIHC Report is a monthly publication of the
Spokane Low Income Housing Consortium. Address
comments to Cindy Algeo at 509-325-3235, or at
slihc@omnicast.net. Website: www.slich.org.

Bank of America contributes $5,000

SLIHC recently received a $5,000 contribution from
the Bank of America Foundation. The funds will be
used to support SLIHC’s many programs, including
its revolving loan program for housing development;
its research and surveys; the maintenance of its
County-Wide Affordable Housing Inventory; its tours
of affordable housing and presentations to elected
officials, the business sector and the broader
community; and its on-line housing locator project,
OneStopHousing.org.

More are using OneStopHousing

OneStopHousing is becoming more and
more popular and is being used by social service
agencies within the hospitals, as well as new
landlords in outlying areas in the County,
including the Spokane Valley! We also have
listed one adult family home, two boarding
houses and two assisted living facilities. One of
the assisted living facilities reports that it has
obtained a renter as a result of listing their unit
on OneStopHousing.

[ will be giving a presentation to the City
of Spokane Neighborhoods Community
Assembly on May 9™ to inform all members
about the locator, other resources and to answer
questions. One new landlord found out about
OneStopHousing through a Neighborhood
Steering Committee chair, and he has already
listed his available units!

We now have information about lead
paint issues on Hot Housing News, and HUD
State and Federal info will soon be added.

Here are the latest stats. Units listed to
date: 6,105; Searches 45,602; 318 different
properties; 744 confirmed styles; 17 Agencies
and 179 Landlord Companies. There are now 94
properties that will accept Section 8 Vouchers,
and 25 that will consider persons enrolled in or
who have taken the Responsible Renters
Program! THAT IS GREAT NEWS!

Marketing plans are to finish listing
assisted living openings, boarding homes and
other types of facilities. In May, “for sale”
properties of all types, including “sweat equity”
programs, will be listed.



Conferences and Trainings

Washington State Coalition for the
Homeless Annual Conference, May 7-9, 2008,
Yakima Convention Center. Register online at
www.EndHomelessnessWA.org. For additional info,
contact Christine Johansen at 253-761-7446.

Felons Coming Home, a State DOC Re-Entry
Program and Community Monitoring/Supervision of Sex
Offenders, Thursday, May 8, 2008, 6-8 p.m., Northeast
Community Center, 4001 N. Cook, Spokane. First come,
first served seating.

LLA and SLIHC Landlord-Tenant
Residential Law training: Hazardous and Toxic
Substances, Wednesday, May 14, 2008, 6-8 p.m., Global
Credit Union, 1503 W. Third. RSVP to Cindy Algeo at
325-3235 if you plan to attend.

Knowledgeplex Chat Series on Housing
Issues. All chats are at 2 p.m. ET. Chat 1: Helping
Chronically Homeless Individuals Access and Stabilize in
Housing, May 15. Chat 2: Rapidly Re-housing Families
Who Experience Homelessness, May 22. Upcoming: Chat
2 in their 3-part “Sustainable Communities: The Greening
of Housing and Community Development,” Green
Affordable/Workforce Housing and Green Neighborhoods,
May 29. For additional info, go to
http://www.knowledgeplex.org.

Budgeting and Financial Forecasting for
Nonprofit Affordable Housing Organizations,
Thursday, May 29, 2008, Impact Capital Training Room,
401 2™ Ave., South, Seattle. Register at
www.impactcapital.org.

Home Ownership Finance, July 22-25, 2008,
in Seattle. Instructed by the National Development
Council. Register at www.impactcapital.org.

HUD Fair Housing Accessibility Training,
Thursday, July 24, 2008, 1026 W. Broadway, County
Commissioners Hearing Room. To register, visit
www.fairhousingfirst.org, and click on the “Calendar”
link.

Coming Up: Housing Washington 2008,
September 15-16, 2008, at the Greater Tacoma Convention
& Trade Center. The theme is Progressive Partnerships—
Sustainable Solutions. Registration: $210 by August 20;
$260 after August 20. For an application and guidelines
for scholarships, or for sponsorships and exhibiting, or for
more information and updates, go to www.wshfc.org/conf,
email conf@wshfc.org, Phone: 800-767-4663, ext. 773 or
306-357-8044.

Project Position open at City of Spokane

The City of Spokane Human Services department
is accepting resumes from individuals interested in
being considered for a project employee position with
the department. This is a professional, full-time,
temporary position through the end of 2008 and
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possibly longer. The person selected for the position
will work closely with the human services director
and staff on the following:

= Homelessness Housing Assistance Act Task

Force (aka 2163) support, coordination of
annual request for proposal process,
development of policies and procedures and
contract management.

» Continuum of Care planning

= Spokane Regional 10 Year Plan Update

= HUD grant application and contract

management

* THOR planning and contract management

A minimum of two years demonstrated
knowledge and experience of grant and contract
management of HUD and CTED homeless grant
programs is required.

Interested parties are encouraged to submit a
letter of interest and resume. Letters of interest must
contain daytime contact information, summary of
related knowledge, skills and experience. Samples of
previous work will be accepted.

The position is opened until filled. The
department reserves the right to accept or deny any
and all submissions and to modify this request as
necessary. Submissions are to be sent to Jerrie
Allard, Human Services Director, City of Spokane
Spokane, WA 99201. Email resume/packets are
accepted at jallard@spokanecity.org.

Regional affordable housing task force

will establish development goals

Due in part to the recent loss of approximately 200
local affordable housing units, the City of Spokane,
Spokane County and the City of Spokane Valley are
convening a Regional Affordable Housing Task
Force. The specific work of the task force will be to
1) improve the methods of identifying affordable
housing needs by different groups; 2) maximize the
use of current housing resources; 3) explore the
creation of new local housing resources and other
funding options; 4) establish specific regional
affordable housing development goals and an
implementation strategy; and 5) develop an ongoing
education program.

The task force will be chaired by Arlene Patton, our
former local HUD Director. Task force members
include representatives from the nonprofit, public,
and private sectors. The group will begin meeting in
May and will finish their work by the end of 2008.






