Spokane Low Income Housing Consortium 1990 – 2015
1989

 The Greater Spokane Coalition Against Poverty (GSCAP) publishes a Report on Low Income Housing Needs, concluding that “there [is] a…need to…increase the availability of appropriate and affordable housing for low income residents of Spokane.”  

1990
The GSCAP Housing Task Force issues a call to action to “establish a . . . mechanism to encourage and facilitate . . . collaboration on low income housing development and advocacy issues.”  The Greater Spokane Low Income Housing Consortium, aka Spokane Low Income Housing Consortium or SLIHC, is incorporated in June 1990 to promote the long-term availability of appropriate and affordable housing for persons of low income.  

SLIHC’s 10 founding members collectively own 77 units of low-income rental homes.

The Consortium Founding Members
Donna Hansen - Diocese of Spokane Office of Social
   Ministries—now Catholic Charities
Grace Harris - Habitat for Humanity – Spokane

Susan Dougal, SNJM - Miryam’s House of Transition

Robert Stilger - Northwest Regional Foundation

Gerald Hoffman - Salem Lutheran Church

Catherine Ferguson, SNJM - Sisters of the Holy Names

Mary Jo Harvey - Spokane Housing Authority

Ray Rieckers - Spokane Neighborhood Centers, Inc., now SNAP

Debbie Emery - The Salvation Army

Kenneth Trent - Volunteers of America

1991 - 1994
In 1991, SLIHC hires its first Executive Director—Andy Reid—and opens an office in the Lindaman Center at 315 W. Mission.  

The first issue of the SLIHC News newsletter is published in May 1991.  Now called the SLIHC Report, the newsletter has been continuously published for over 24 years.

The Consortium focuses on preparing its members to access resources to develop low-income housing, adding staff to provide development assistance to its members.  

SLIHC represents Spokane housing agencies on state and federal housing associations.  Andy Reid helps form the Washington Low Income Housing Network—now the Washington Low Income Housing Alliance, and serves as that group’s first Board President.  The Consortium continues to serve on state associations.

SLIHC launches its Property Acquisition Program (PAP), which assists Consortium members to purchase vacant land located within the City of Spokane to be used for low-income housing development. More than 20 parcels are acquired and resold to Consortium members.  Over 45 low-cost homes are built.

SLIHC institutes the Housing Justice Project, leading to the formation of the Spokane Housing Affordability Campaign to inform the community about the need for affordable housing, promote positive community attitudes about low-income people and housing, and work toward greater housing justice.  SHAC publishes Facts About Housing in Spokane County.

To increase flexible financial resources, SLIHC works with other groups across the state to form the Washington Community Development Loan Fund, now Impact Capital.

In 1994, a City Low Income Housing Levy is proposed.

1995 - 2000

As Consortium members gain development experience and expertise, SLIHC focuses more on community education and advocacy for policies that support the production of affordable housing.  

In 1997, SLIHC conducts its first rental vacancy survey of SLIHC members’ housing communities.  Conducted twice annually, the survey helps our community make informed decisions about affordable housing development.

At the end of 1999, SLIHC members own and manage more than 1100 rental units, a 1442% increase over the 1991 inventory.

In 2000, SLIHC produces a Housing Trust Fund Project Report, stating that a “trust fund will create a healthier community by decreasing the number of homeless households and distressed households who are rent-burdened.”
SLIHC staffs the Spokane Partnership for Affordable Housing, which conducts a broad assessment of housing needs in the Spokane community and publishes a final report in Fall 2000.
Marj Dahlstrom is hired as SLIHC’s Executive Director.

2001 - 2004

2002 State legislation (2060) enables local jurisdictions to collect real estate transaction fees to support affordable housing development, maintenance, and operations, as well as rental assistance programs. Since 2004, over $_ million has been disbursed to support affordable housing projects and programs in Spokane County.

In 2002, SLIHC receives a $75,000 grant from the Washington Mutual Foundation to capitalize a revolving loan program, the Housing Opportunity Fund.  That fund has helped bring about the development of 12 Habitat for Humanity homes and 83 rentals.
Cindy Algeo is hired as SLIHC’s Executive Director in 2004.

2005 - 2006

State legislators pass the Homeless Housing and Assistance Act, aka 2163, with an expected outcome to reduce homelessness by 50% by 2010. The Act enables local jurisdictions to collect real estate transaction fees to support housing and service programs that reduce homelessness.  A similar bill, 1359, is passed in 2007.  Nearly $_ million has been disbursed to fund projects and programs that address homelessness in Spokane County.

In 2006, SLIHC launches a housing locator project, www.onestophousing.org, connecting tenants to listings of available, affordable rental homes, maximizing the use of low-cost rental stock.

2007

SLIHC is selected to administer a Spokane County Fair Housing Act Damage Fund of over $280,000.  The Consortium contracts with The Arc of Spokane, Catholic Housing Communities, Habitat for Humanity – Spokane, Kiemle & Hagood Co., New Bryant Arms, and SNAP to directly provide or facilitate accessibility improvements to over 305 dwellings occupied by persons with disabilities.

SLIHC completes a county-wide Affordable Rental Housing (bricks and mortar) Inventory.   

SLIHC works with the City of Spokane, the business community and other nonprofits to successfully find new homes for 150 downtown residents who have been displaced from their apartment buildings.
2008

SLIHC conducts a county-wide survey regarding affordable housing.  The majority of respondents report that they know people who struggle to pay for their rent or mortgage, that they believe that housing programs benefit the community as much as the people using them, and that local government should provide for affordable housing programs, but that they do not support increased fees or taxes to pay for affordable housing.

SLIHC assists to develop The Road Home, a 2008 update of our regional plan to reduce homelessness, and serves on a Regional Affordable Housing Task Force to address long-term affordable housing challenges and opportunities.

The Consortium secures a $60,000 Campion Foundation grant to increase advocacy efforts and to explore new strategies to end homelessness.

2009

SLIHC works with local governments, businesses and nonprofits to implement the action steps of The Road Home, and the Regional Affordable Housing Task Force Report.  Both aim to regionally coordinate homelessness and affordable housing planning and funding, enabling the Spokane community to strategically optimize housing resources.  

The Consortium receives $55,000 from the Campion Foundation to support operations and to work with community organizations to implement new strategies to end homelessness.

2010

Membership expands to more than 40.  

SLIHC members, other nonprofits, realtors, lenders and public officials collaborate to create our region’s first Community Land Trust to make homeownership more attainable for people of low income.

New systems—centralized intake and rapid re-housing—are implemented, requiring a major shift in how homelessness has been addressed in the past.  Several agencies and our local governments execute agreements to share information through our region’s Homeless Management Information System, providing more efficient service to homeless individuals and families, and helping to better track and report client and agency outcomes.

2011-2014
SLIHC launches a “Building Tomorrow” leadership program, funded by a JPMorgan Chase grant.

SLIHC convenes a Spokane Asset Management Work Group, coordinating a year of trainings from the Housing Development Center funded by Commerce, and providing ongoing trainings.
The Consortium works with the City of Spokane and other agencies to help implement coordinated assessment programs for families and singles, with the goal of more quickly connecting people experiencing homelessness with tailored housing and support services.  
SLIHC helps achieve Low Income Housing Tax Credit program policies changes, making Spokane applications more competitive for LIHTC funds.
SLIHC members produce/preserve over 750 affordable rentals and provide 75 homeownership opportunities. 

2015

SLIHC celebrates 25 years of serving the Spokane community.  SLIHC members have developed over 3,700 rental homes and provided more than 2,000 homeownership opportunities.
At the request of City of Spokane Valley council members, SLIHC works with the Greater Valley Support Network to submit Comp Plan amendments that will mitigate barriers to the provision of affordable housing in the Valley.  
Funded by a HUD Sec. 4 grant through Impact Capital, SLIHC begins a strategic planning process.

240 affordable rentals units are expected to be completed; construction will begin on an additional 132 rentals. 

